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Town acquires downtown Tottenham property to increase parking

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Town of New Tecumseth has
purchased six properties in the down-
town core of Tottenham with plans to
turn the area into a parking lot.

Council approved the purchase of six
properties at Queen and Mill Street for
$3.7 million.

The plan is to improve the number
of accessible and convenient parking
options for residents while fostering a
vibrant downtown area.

Included in the acquisition is the
existing parking lot at the corner of
Queen Street and Mill Street which cur-
rently provides 36 parking spaces.

The Town took possession of the
properties on May 29, 2025.

Over the next few weeks, construc-
tion will take place leading to short-
term disruptions in the area. This will
include the demolition of the tempo-
rary type office structure on the site
and increasing the size of the gravel

parking lot.

The Tottenham car wash is no longer
open for business. The current owner
of the car wash announced on social
media that it is now closed for good.

“Council remains dedicated to mak-
ing strategic investments that enhance
our community, ensuring New Tecums-
eth remains welcoming and accessible
to all,” said New Tecumseth Mayor
Richard Norcross.

Later this summer and fall, the
Town will undertake improvements to
the current intersection at Queen and
Mill Streets to improve capacity and
enhance safety for all road users and
pedestrians. However, this will lead
to a reduction of the current on-street
parking spots.

“The purchase of these properties is
an interim solution to Tottenham’s park-
ing needs. In 2026, Council will initiate
a consultation process to determine the
long-term use of the properties, engag-
ing with residents to shape the future of
this area,” Mayor Norcross said.

ENHANCED PARKING - The Town of New Tecumseth has purchased six properties in downtown Tot-
tenham with plans to create more parking. The current office space on the corner of Queen Street and Mill
Street will be demolished to increase the number of parking spaces downtown.
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Seniors’ Connecting Fair provides information for older residents

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Senior’s Connecting Fair hosted by
CONTACT Community Services provided
older residents in the area with information
about services and activities in the region.

The Fair was held at the Adjala-Tosorontio
Municipal Building on Thursday, May 29.

It was a well-attended event with different
groups presenting information on how they can
help seniors in the area find needed services or
recreation activities to stay busy.

A chair yoga demonstration invited visitors to
take a seat and learn how yoga can help keep
you healthy and active.

“This is the second time we’ve done this,”
explained Brenda Pufek, manager of commu-
nity engagement and development at CON-
TACT Community Services. “We’re a travel-
ling show. We’ve done Essa Township and now

we’re doing Adjala-Tosorontio this year. We
pull together a wonderful group of local orga-
nizations that have a focus on helping seniors.
As seniors arrive, they visit all vendors and learn
about their services, and put their name in for a
draw.”

The services that were offered were from a
variety of different organizations.

“CONTACT is here presenting today,” Pufek
said. “We have Matthews House Hospice, MP
Terry Dowdall’s office is here as is MP Brian
Saunderson’s office. We’re going to be doing
chair yoga, with a terrific instructor. Everyone is
getting information about what is happening in
the community.”

Many of the services organizations at the
event are geared toward seniors and senior
activities. The event was a good opportunity for
seniors in the region to learn about the differ-
ent services and activities that have a focus on
seniors in the community.

MAKING CONNECTIONS - Some local seniors get active at the Seniors Connecting Fair with

chair yoga.

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

County launches new voluntary multi-residential organics program

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Simcoe County Council has approved a new
voluntary organics collection program for multi-
residential properties.

Ready to start in the spring and summer of
2026, this initiative aims to expand access to
organics diversion for residents living in multi-
residential buildings that currently do not receive
County-provided waste and recycling services.

“This initiative underscores the County’s
ongoing commitment to environmental sus-
tainability and waste reduction, empowering
more residents to take part in building a greener
future,” said Warden Basil Clarke.

“Simcoe County continues to be a regional
leader in organic waste diversion, and with
forward-thinking programs like this, we’re well-
positioned to maintain that leadership for years
to come.”

The County collects organics from all resi-
dential properties with five units or less and
some industrial, commercial, and institutional
businesses across the region.

Currently, there are approximately 13,800
multi-residential units that exist across the
County with approximately 4,200 of these
already receiving organics collection. Multi-
residential units include apartments, condomini-
ums, and duplexes.

The remaining 9,600 multi-residential units,
which may be located on private roads or in
buildings that do not have ownership of waste,
have not had access to the County’s curbside
collection programs.

This new program aims to close that gap by
offering organics collection to all interested
properties.

The program follows a successful pilot pro-
gram that was launched in 2023, which included
15 properties and 615 units. Audit results from

180 PARSONS ROAD, UNIT 28
ALLISTON, ONTARIO LOR IES8
(705) 435-4087

Ontario

MPP Simcoe-Grey

IF YOU NEED HELP ACCESSING
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT
SERVICES, MY TEAM AND I CAN HELP.

ALLISTON CONSTITUENCY OFFICE

BRIAN.SAUNDERSON@PC.OLA.ORG

the pilot program demonstrated that residents
are willing to participate in organics diversion
when given the opportunity.

Implementation costs will be determined by
the number of participating buildings or units
that opt into the program.

Key components of the County-wide rollout
include: Continued service at pilot locations,

vided, and each participating unit will receive
a comprehensive kit that includes an informa-
tion brochure, compostable bags, and a kitchen
catcher.

Regular monitoring will track contamina-
tion and participation rates. All program-related
communication with property managers will be
coordinated through a single point of contact to
ensure consistency and clarity.

phased onboardlng in 2026, curbside carts pro-
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Editorial, Letters & Opinion

“The window to the world can be covered by a newspaper.”
~ Stanislaw Jerzy Lec

It's a new record!

There’s an old saying: Records are
made to be broken.

This means that accomplishments and
achievements that set the bar in a particu-
lar activity will eventually be surpassed by
someone else.

There will always be someone who will
come along, determined to do better than
a previous record holder.

| have been following high school
track and field closely this year and was
impressed by the level of competition of
some of our local athletes.

The Central Western Ontario Second-
ary Schools Association (CWOSSA)
is a regional competition where district
champions compete after winning at the
District level. If you qualify at CWOSSA,
you move on to the Western OFSAA, and
then to the provincial OFSAA competition.

When | was going over this year’s sta-
tistics, | was surprised to see the win-
ning time in the senior men’s 100-meter
dash was 10.78. This time was posted by
Kowen Moore, from Grand River Colle-
giate Institute in Kitchener.

The top four in the event finished only
.16 seconds apart. That’s a blistering fast
time over 100 meters.

Moore’s winning time is only 1.20 sec-
onds off of Usain Bolt's world record of

Strong and free

When we set out, we had just a few
objectives: taking in all the attractions Uni-
versal Studios had to offer, getting in a bit
of beach time and, as far as souvenirs go,
and as likely as it sounds, a physical copy
of a movie soundtrack that was surging in
popularity.

It was going to be a long road trip to Flor-
ida, but it was as much about the journey as
the destination.

The journey, however, did present some
unforeseen minor challenges.

Road conditions were great, but on a
multi-day trip, you need a bit of music to
accompany you. But, by the time we got
there, after flipping our way through dozens
of radio stations as reception allowed, we
could check one item clear off our to-do list:
there was no longer a need to procure a
copy of the aforementioned soundtrack.

Its most popular track was played end-
lessly along our route. And | do mean end-
lessly.

By the end of Day One, we had memo-
rized every single word and nuance of Whit-
ney Houston’s just-released rendition of |

9.58 seconds.

However, to put it into perspective, a
person finishing the 100 meters with a
time of 10.78, would still be around ten
meters behind Usain Bolt at the finish line.

Some world records seem unbeatable,
but there will always be someone who will
try to get their name in the record books.
In sports, physical conditioning is of
course very important, but along with that,
mental preparedness is equally important.

Prior to the 1950s, it was generally
believed that running a mile in a time of
under 4 minutes was just not attainable by
a human being.

However, middle-distance  runner
Roger Bannister, believed it could be
done. Other runners at the time were also
making attempts to break that record.

On a blustery and windy day on May 6,
1954, Bannister ran the mile with a time
of 3:59.4 seconds, to create a new era in
track history.

Felix Baumgartner, the Austrian dare-
devil, set out to break a few records and
he set the bar pretty high — literally.

On October 14, 2012, Baumgartner
stepped out of his space capsule-like bal-
loon gondola at an altitude of 127,852
feet.

He was free-falling for a record distance

Will Always Love You, and, upon arrival, the
less that was said about The Bodyguard the
better.

That's how long it's been since my brother
and | went on a road trip of any significant
length — but that all changed last Monday
morning when we set out for our first in
some 32 years.

Earlier this spring, Prime Minister Mark
Carney announced that King Charles and
Queen Camilla were Ottawa-bound on May
26 and 27 not only to meet with Canadians,
but to read the Throne Speech, the first
time the Sovereign had done so in nearly
50 years.

The historic nature of the event was not
lost on me and | considered the best and
most practical methods to get there for the
occasion in a week where there was pre-
cious little time to spare here at home — and
was surprised in the best possible way
when my brother called suggesting a road
trip.

Now, his interest in the royal family was
never really all that evident growing up, so
| was a little surprised at his sheer enthu-

FROM THE SECOND ROW

of 119,431 feet before deploying his para-
chute. His free fall lasted for 4 minutes
and 19 seconds. Not only did he break
the record for the highest altitude jump,
he also became the first person to break
the sound barrier outside of a vehicle as
the limited air at that altitude provided little
resistance as he fell.

| watched the entire event as it streamed
live. It was quite a sight to see Baumgart-
ner fall forward from the platform on his
gondola and finally disappear as he plum-
meted toward Earth.

Baumgartner broke a 42-year-old alti-
tude record held by Josep Kitttenger, a
U.S. Air Force officer who made a jump
from 102,800 in 1960.

However, records were made to be bro-
ken, and Baumgarnter’s new outstanding
record was broken just over two years
later when Alan Eustace made a free fall
from an altitude of 135,890 feet.

Oddly enough Eustace was not a
known daredevil. He was a computer sci-
entist, who for some reason, got it into his
head that he could break this record —and
he did.

Annie Edson Taylor set a record — sort
of — when she became the first person to
go over Niagara Falls in a barrel on Octo-
ber 24, 1901. Annie wasn’t some young

siasm to make the trip. I'm not sure what
shifted, but I'm glad it did — and plans were
soon afoot to put the pedal to the proverbial
metal.

We set out shortly after sunrise last Mon-
day, taking the scenic route through some
smaller communities | hadn’t been through
since living in the National Capital region
between 2003 and 20009.

The route, as it turned out, just happened
to get us to Ottawa in time for the monarchs’
second event of the day, a ceremonial tree
planting at Rideau Hall.

Still, it was a long drive, and it offered
plenty of opportunity to brainstorm just how
the visit would unfold, particularly on Tues-
day when Ottawa played host to an event
that hadn’t happened since 1977.

Who would be there in the smaller, tem-
porary Senate Chamber? What types of
ceremony and spectacle were planned to
showcase the best of Canada? Most impor-
tantly, what carefully chosen words would
the King deliver on behalf of his Canadian
government to ostensibly send a message
of Canadian unity to... well, let’s just say,

BRIAN LOCKHART

daredevil. She was 63
years old when she
performed her stunt,
and it was her birthday.

Apparently she had
fallen on hard times, and she somehow
came up with the idea of going over the
falls in a barrel as a way to make money.
No one had even considered the stunt
before she decided to do it.

Annie’s barrel was literally a barrel. It
had wood staves and was held together
by metal hoops.

She had several delays when trying her
stunt because no one wanted to be part
of something they figured would result in
her death.

Miraculously, Annie survived the plunge
relatively unscathed. However, she didn’t
get rich from her efforts. She died penni-
less, and members of the public pitched in
to pay for her funeral.

The plunge over the cataract did spur
others to try a similar feat. Over the years
different people have tried the Niagara
plunge with different contraptions.

Some lived, some died.

No matter what record or feat someone
accomplishes, there will always be some-
one else who will come along and achieve
the next level.

BROCK WEIR
BROCK’S BANTER

whoever needed to
hear it?

While we didn’t have
the best of luck getting
to meet the King and
Queen as they made
their rounds, we had ample opportunity to
see them — and meet others along the way.

When you're standing in a crowd for a
few hours waiting for an arrival like this,
meeting new people is unavoidable, and, in
cases like these, I've always found it to be a
welcome opportunity to hear where they're
from, what brought them out, and more. For
some we met, it was a generational thing
of wanting to bring their children to see the
King as their parents did for them when the
late Queen was in this country. For others,
there was a bit of a celebrity sighting ele-
ment. For the majority, however, the prevail-
ing sentiment was this was a historic occa-
sion that all of us wanted to be a part of,
even if in a minute way.

Continued on Page 7
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The mystique of monarchy takes another victim

On 26-27 May, King Charles Il and Queen
Camilla made a two-day visit to Canada to
open the 45th parliament of his Canadian
domain. The trip was purely symbolic, but
pundits far and wide pontificated about the
profound significance of the event. That's
their job, poor souls.

Later this year, probably in September,
Donald Trump will travel to the United King-
dom for his second ‘state visit’, and King
Charles will swallow his distaste and wel-
come him to the UK with a clenched smile.
Another symbolic event bereft of visible con-
sequences, but once again the pundits will
have to analyse it in search of ‘results’ and
‘meaning’.

Yet most of the pundits are not idiots, and
neither is the general public. There is clearly
a strategy behind these events, and it's safe
to discuss it here because Trump will never
read this. The whole show is designed to
exploit Trump’s fascination with the British
monarchy.

Charles’s sole purpose in Canada was

to emphasize the sovereignty and sep-
arateness of Canada in the face of Don-
ald Trump’s insistent claims that it should
become part of the United States — the ‘51st
state’.

Canadians, lulled into complacency by
the fact that the United States last invaded
Canada (unsuccessfully) in 1812, awoke to
the harsh reality that the current US presi-
dent regards the border as an ‘artificial line’.
“Somebody did it a long time ago, many,
many decades ago,” he said, “and [it] makes
no sense.”

So Trump wants to correct this mistake by
absorbing Canada, although so far he has
only talked about crushing Canada’s econ-
omy to extract the consent of its citizens, not
about resorting to physical violence (as he
has threatened to do in his other territorial
claims against Greenland and Panama).

But why bring in the King of Canada, a title
even Charles himself rarely uses? Indeed,
why does Canada even have a king?

Every country needs a head of state, and

JANUARY, FEBRUARY, MARCH, APRIL, MAY, JUNE...

LEAST IT'S
WARMER?

most democracies prefer not to have a prac-
ticing politician in the role. Whether presi-
dent or monarch, the head of state needs
to be above the day-to-day political struggle.

Kings, emperors, and other tyrants used
to rule everywhere, of course. They came
into vogue when mass societies emerged
some five thousand years ago, and contin-
ued in most places until the 18th century or
later because democracy was impossible
until the advent of mass communications
(initially in the form of printing and mass lit-
eracy).

Countries that won their democracies by
revolution, like the United States, replaced
their monarch with a ‘president’ (the word
dates to the American Revolution) who
served as both head of state and execu-
tive head of government. Some presidents
in other republics were later tempted to
use this position to seek absolute power,
although the US has avoided that problem
until recently.

Countries that achieved their democracy
later and more peacefully, however, often
found it simpler just to transform their former
monarchs into non-political and impartial
heads of state. ‘Kings’ and ‘queens’ fill that
role in former British-ruled democracies like
Canada and Australia and in many other
countries from Spain and Sweden to Thai-
land and Japan.

And the funny thing is that many people
in the countries that swapped their kings
for presidents long ago still feel a strange
attraction to the mystique of the monarchies.
The French popular media, for example, fol-
low the doings of the British royal family at
least as closely as the British do.

The mystique of monarchy is as false and
deliberately fabricated as an advertising
campaign for beauty products. King Charles
Il is an intelligent and well-intentioned man
working hard for Canada even while under
treatment for cancer, but he is not the incar-
nation of an ancient and sacred past.

In fact, when it comes to heredity even,
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GWYNNE DYER
OUR WORLD TODAY

| am probably more
closely related to King
Charles | than King
Charles Il is. (My
ancestors were mostly English and lIrish;
his, at least on the male line, are mostly
German.)

Yet the phony mystique of the British
royal family has captivated Donald Trump,
so it made perfectly good sense for Prime
Minister Mark Carney and King Charles llI
to conspire in reminding Trump that Canada
has a strong royal connection (even if most
Canadians don't feel it).

And it will make equally good sense for
Charles to welcome Trump to the United
Kingdom in the autumn for an unprece-
dented second state visit. Trump is a sucker
for real power (e.g. his fanboy admiration
for Vladimir Putin), but he is just as much a
sucker for the ceremonies, rituals and trap-
pings of fake power (Charles).

Playing the monarchy card might protect
both countries from worse treatment at the
hands of Donald Trump. After all, this is a
man who loves parades in his own honour.
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Lake Simcoe Regional Airport gears up for open house

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

If you have an interest in aviation or would
just like a tour of the airport, the Lake Sim-
coe Regional Airport will host a public open
house to share information and provide an
opportunity for the public to ask questions.

The Airport applied for Airport Certifica-
tion to Transport Canada on Sept. 14, 2023,
and the open house is part of the certification
process.

This initiative aligns with the airport’s
Strategic Plan and underscores its commit-
ment to meeting regulatory safety standards.

Certification demonstrates that the Air-
port’s operations and facilities comply with
Transport Canada’s requirements and ensure
the highest level of safety and service for the
public.

Public engagement is a vital component
of the certification process. Attendees are
encouraged to provide feedback and ask
questions during the event.

The Lake Simcoe Regional Airport public
open house will take place on Wednesday,
June 18, 2025, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., in the
terminal building.

The airport is located at 30 Airport Road,
Oro Medonte.

If you are unable to attend, you can also
submit comments virtually until July 26,
2025.

Comments can be submitted via email at
airportfeedback@simcoe.ca or through an
online submission form.

For more information on the airport certi-
fication process and for more details on the
open house, visit the Lake Simcoe Regional
Airport website.

. e

UP, UP, AND AWAY - The Lake Simcoe Regional Airport will be holding an open house to allow

the public to see the facility and ask questions. The open house is part of the certification process

to ensure the airport meets regulatory safety standards.

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

New Tecumseth

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

New Tecumseth Council recently
received the 2025 year-end budget variance
report as of March 31.

The report provides the 2025 forecasted
year-end operating financial results and
capital projections as of March 31.

The Town’s operating results for 2025
capital projects included a forecasted Town
surplus of $32,000 and a water and waste-
water balanced budget.

Overall capital projects are forecasting
an unfavourable variance of $2.1 million.

Pursuant to financial management best

ALLISTON

Council receives year-end budget variance report

practices and budgetary control, quarterly
and year-end operating variance reports are
submitted to Council to provide projected
operating results to year-end. In addition,
the reports provide status updates on bud-
geted capital projects throughout the year,
including additional details for projects
considered to be high profile per the Town’s
Capital Project Administration and Report-
ing Policy.

The Operating budget provides for
expenses that cover day-to-day expen-
ditures and activities including utilities,
insurance, staff wages and benefits, pro-
gram supplies, and facility/equipment
repairs and maintenance. It includes rev-
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enues expected to be received from fees
and various other user-paid activities like
program registrations, ice rentals etc. that
are applied to reduce the amount needed to
be raised through property taxation.

Staff are reporting a year-end surplus of
$32,000, made up of a favourable revenue
variance of $219,000 and an unfavourable
expenditure variance of $187,000. These
results are very preliminary and are likely
to change as the year progresses.

Water and Wastewater (WWW) are
reporting a balanced budget at year-end.
As these services are self-funded, i.e. fully
funded by water and wastewater rates, any
year-end surplus will be transferred to the
Water and Wastewater Asset Replacement
Reserves. Water and Wastewater revenues
and expenditures are forecasted to remain
consistent with the budgeted amounts. Any

forecasted variances that occur in the year
will be reported in subsequent quarterly
reports.

The Capital budget addresses the require-
ments of growth and identifies the life-
cycle repair, maintenance, and replacement
of existing infrastructure, including com-
munity centres, fire stations, parks, arenas,
roads, sidewalks, etc.

Overall, staff are forecasting additional
funding requirements of $2.1 million
over and above the 2025 Budget funding
requirements.

Projects requiring additional funding
are: Mill Street Reservoir required $1.9
million additional funding which Coun-
cil approved, and an additional project for
an Aquatic Centre Feasibility Study was
approved with funding of $220,000 on
March 24, 2025.
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Placemaking Week is coming to
New Tecumseth, June 8 - 14

Tree evenls for all ages!

June 8 — Park Day (Alliston)
Zumba, games, crafts & more!

June 9 — Jane’s Walk
Eg lore if trees can be places too!

June 13 — Movie Night (Tottenham)
Doc + kids’ movie under the stars!

June 14 — Mix ‘N Mingle (Beeton) ‘
Celebrate 100 years of community gardening! s

WW&MZ%MWW wee:%/
Tottenham Pop-up Park!

Downtown Tottenham

New Tecumseth Public Library Displays
Visit a library display and enter a draw for a prig !

Full schedule at newtecumseth.ca/PlacemakingWeek
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Brock’s Banter: Strong and free

From our vantage point on Wellington
Street outside the Senate Chamber on
Tuesday morning, | was bookended by a
mother-daughter duo, complete with fas-
cinators that fascinated the local media to
no end, who made it their business to be
at as many homegrown royal occasions as
possible; on the other side, a mother was
accompanied by her gaggle of kids under
the age of 10 who were all simply eager to
watch history unfold.

Unfortunately, the speech was not broad-
cast to those of us standing outside that
day, but thanks to our phones and devices,
we were able to hear the words from all
angles. In fact, the only portion of the
goings-on indoors that we could hear out-
doors was the almost deafening applause

that followed the last line in the speech: “As
the anthem reminds us: The True North is
indeed strong and free!”

The words we were able to hear resonated
strongly with us outdoorsy types, including
the unprecedented from-the-Crown land
acknowledgement, with which the King
concluded, “The land acknowledgement is
a recognition of shared history as a nation.
While continuing to deepen my own under-
standing, it is my great hope that in each
of your communities, and collectively as a
country, a path is found towards truth and
reconciliation, in both word and deed.”

“It has been nearly 70 years since the
Sovereign first opened Parliament,” he
continued. “In the time since, Canada has
dramatically changed: repatriating its Con-

stitution, achieving full independence, and
witnessing immense growth. Canada has
embraced its British, French and Indige-
nous roots, and become a bold, ambitious,
innovative country that is bilingual, truly
multicultural, and committed to reconcilia-
tion.

“The Crown has for so long been a sym-
bol of unity for Canada. It also represents
stability and continuity from the past to the
present. As it should, it stands proudly as a
symbol of Canada today, in all her richness
and dynamism.”

In my view, the speech hit all the right
notes. While largely written by the govern-
ment of the day, it did a brilliant job of outlin-
ing what unites Canada as an independent
and strong nation on the world stage — and

its path to remain so in the years to come.

Nothing too inflammatory, but the mes-
sage was clear.

As a Canadian, | was proud not only of
the message that was sent, but by being
there to witness just a little bit of it, a senti-
ment that was shared by the vast majority of
the people around me — barring, perhaps,
a small handful of protestors demonstrating
for Gaza, Ukraine and, unusually given the
fact we're living in 2025, the late Princess
of Wales.

Heading home shortly after the cere-
mony, we listened to the speech a couple
of times along the way to take it all in — and
| couldn’t help but smile when, turning the
radio on, Whitney Houston joined us for an
encore.

Seniors Month celebrated in Simcoe County

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Simcoe County Warden Basil Clarke has
proclaimed June as Seniors Month in the
County of Simcoe, to celebrate the contribu-
tions of older adults across the community.

This year’s theme is ‘Fit, Active, and
Healthy Seniors,” and encourages older adults
to remain active within their communities
and fully engaged in their lives.

“Older adults are the backbone of our com-
munity, as their contributions have helped to
shape our region, laying the foundation for
a vibrant and exciting future,” said Warden
Basil Clarke. “This month we celebrate their
lasting impact and encourage them to con-
tinue sharing their talents in ways that enrich
us all.”

A decade of expertise: Over
10 years of experience
delivering compassionate &
professional care.

Throughout June, the County’s long-term
care and seniors services teams will host a
number of activities and events for the resi-
dents who call Georgian Village and Manor,
Simcoe Village and Manor, Sunset Village
and Manor, and Trillium Manor home. The
events will include theme nights, concerts,
socials and fun-filled outings.

All residents are encouraged to look for
opportunities to support and engage with
older adults across the community. This could
include joining an activity with an older fam-
ily member or neighbour, volunteering at
a long-term care home or seniors services
location, and taking part in inter-generational
activities.

All of these small activities can help to
foster social connections and nurture vibrant
communities.

&

Officers from the Nottawasaga Detach-
ment of the Ontario Provincial Police are
investigating a motor vehicle collision
that occurred on County Road 10 in Essa.

At approximately 3:45 p.m. on May 26,
officers were dispatched to a motor col-
lision involving two vehicles on County
Road 10 south of Murphy Road.

One driver was transported to a local
area hospital with serious injuries and
later airlifted to a trauma centre.

County Road 10 between the 10th Side
Road and County Road 21 remained
closed for several hours while members
of the Nottawasaga OPP conducted a
thorough investigation. The road was
reopened shortly after 10 p.m.

The investigation is ongoing and offi-

Nottawasaga OPP seeking witnesses of auto collision

cers are requesting anyone who may have
witnessed the collision or may have dash
camera footage of the area during that
time to contact the Nottawasaga OPP at
1-888-310-1222 and reference report
number E250669372.

Age-Friendly
Business Alliance

In-Home Personal Support
Assistance with daily tasks, including light housekeeping, errands, & transportation.

Personal Care & Hygiene
support with personal care needs such as dressing, oral hygiene, showering, etc.

Home- Based Palliative Care
Ensure safe and compassionate end-of-life care in the comfort of home.

In-Home Nurse Support

Expert medical care, including UTI management, blood draws, vaccinations, and
other regulated procedures.

Accredited Excellence:
Certified to the highest
standards of care, ensuring
trusted & quality service.
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The 19th annual Kevin Lord Golf Tournament raises funds for local charities

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

It was a cool and blustery day, but that
didn’t stop golfers from getting out on the
greens and fairways for the 19th annual
Kevin Lord Memorial Golf Tournament.

The tournament took place at Bear Creek
Golf & Country Club, near Barrie on Satur-
day, May 31.

The annual tournament raises funds for
several local charities.

A record 172 golfers took part in the tour-
nament — the largest contingent in the tour-
nament’s history.

“It’s a memorial tournament,” explained
organizer Al Lord. “We’ve doing this for
19 years. It’s in memory of my son Kevin
who was a New Tecumseth resident and
passed away at the young age of 20. He
was a hockey player and ball hockey player.
He represented Canada in (the) ball hockey
world juniors in Slovakia in 2004 and he
was playing Junior A for the Newmarket
Hurricanes when he was diagnosed.”

The tournament raised funds for Mat-
thews House Hospice in Alliston, the Brain
Tumor Foundation of Canada, and Campfire
Circle camp for children with cancer or a
serious illness.

A draw for Maple Leaf tickets was also
very popular and raised around $3,000 in
support of the Stevenson Memorial Hos-
pital Foundation to support the hospital’s
redevelopment project.

“We have 172 golfers, it’s a record year
for us,” Al said. “The weather didn’t coop-
erate at all unfortunately, but everyone
showed up. That’s an indicator of the sup-
port we’ve been getting. We’re also doing a
special draw today for Maple Leafs tickets
in support of Stevenson Memorial Hospital.

The tournaments used a four-man scram-
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ON THE GREENS - The 19th annual Kevin Lord Memorial Golf Tournament took place at Bear Creek Golf & Country Club on Saturday, May 31. It
was a packed event, with 172 golfers taking part. The tournament raises funds in support of several local charities. BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

ble format to keep everyone busy on the
greens and ensure all the teams kept moving
throughout the 27-hole course.

Over the past few years, the tournament
has raised around $10,000 and it is expected
to raise the same amount this year.

@) In need of professional DJ services fdf your

party, wedding or event?

Look no further than Dufferin DJs!
We have everything you need to get the
dance floor movin’ & groovin’!

Contact us at DufferinDJs@gmail.com
or 289-404-4579 to learn more
and get a quote.




Wheels & Tracks exhibit returning
to Simcoe County Museum

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

If you are one of those ‘gear-heads’ who
loves anything with an engine, you will
enjoy the Wheels & Tracks exhibit coming
to the Simcoe County Museum.

The Wheels & Tracks exhibit is an action-
packed, two-day celebration of vintage con-
struction equipment.

With both static displays and live dem-
onstrations, you will see everything from
towering cranes and mighty excavators to
steam-powered rollers. You will hear the
roar of powerful engines and revel in the
smell of old machines coming to life.

Whether you are a vintage equipment
enthusiast or just looking for a unique fam-
ily outing, Wheels & Tracks offers a blend
of excitement, nostalgia, and hands-on dis-
covery.

You can get something to eat at the muse-

R

um’s concession stand or bring your own
lunch to enjoy in a covered picnic area.

The Wheels & Tracks exhibit will take
place on Saturday, June 7, and Sunday, June
8, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., at the Simcoe
County Museum (1151 Highway 26, Mine-
sing).

Admission is $10 for adults, $8 for
seniors, $8 for youth ages 12 to 20, $5 for
children ages 4 to 11, and free for preschool-
ers and Museum Members.

Please note that the indoor portion of the
Simcoe County Museum will remain closed
to the public during this event as renova-
tions are ongoing.
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Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority
to host PA Day event at Tiffin Centre

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Nottawasaga Valley Conserva-
tion Authority (NVCA) has developed a
communications strategy to support its
mission, vision, Integrated Watershed
Management Plan, and Watershed-based
Resource Management Strategy. The
NVCA will be incorporating this into the
next set of strategic, business, and cli-
mate change action plans.

Grounded in four guiding principles,
this strategy aims to strengthen engage-
ment with diverse audiences, build
awareness of NVCA’s programs and ser-
vices, and promote climate adaptation
actions.

The NVCA also has events for the pub-
lic coming up at local conservation areas
that will provide a day of family-fun.

The Tiffin Centre for Conservation will
host a PA/PD Day camp that will encour-
age outdoor exploration and guided
excursions in the forest, fueled by student
interest.

The day will be guided by student
inquiry, seasonal changes, and weather
and program availability.

The PA/PD Day will take place at the
Tiffin Centre for Conservation in Utopia
on Friday, June 6, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Historic Military Establishment of
Upper Canada held a weekend garrison
at Historic Fort Willow on May 30 and
June 1.

Your Hearing Matters!
You deserve to hear well.

That's why we developed our

Signature Testing and Care Plan.
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Kaleidoscope in the Schools program brings arts to classrooms — but needs support

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Exposing youngsters to arts and culture
at an early age can reap powerful dividends
down the road, opening their minds to new
ideas, cultures, and ways of thinking.

This is a philosophy that has been
embraced by the Aurora Cultural Centre
in its Kaleidoscope in the Schools (KITS)
initiative, a program created by the Centre
to bring performances and workshops by
professional performing artists into area
schools, all uniquely tied into Ontario’s
Ministry of Education Curriculum.

As much as it takes a village to raise a
child, it takes the support of the “village”
to ensure such programs can continue, and
next Thursday, June 12, you can have the
chance to support KITS through the Aurora
Cultural Centre’s Sip, Savour and Support
Kaleidoscope in the Schools night.

Billed as “an elegant evening of Canadian
wine and food pairings, curated cocktails,
and live performances,” the evening will
include music from guitarist David Chun,
Trevor Copp of Tottering Biped Theatre,
food from Chef Michael Edgar of Zest Up
Your Life, and drinks by mixologist Kevin
Harris of Crooked Rooster Cocktails.

“This fundraiser is the key component
for us to be able to do the program,” says
Suzanne Haines, Executive Director of the
Aurora Cultural Centre.

KITS was established by the Centre with
the help of two local philanthropists, with
support along the way from the Ontario Tril-
lium Foundation. Now, Haines says they’re
fundraising on their own for a program that
has only underscored its value with each
passing year.

“KITS is a program we offer for all
Aurora elementary schools and other low-
capacity schools that have been identified
through the York Region School Boards.
Schools don’t pay for the program; we need
to fundraise and make it possible to go into
those schools,” says Haines. “This is such
a passion project for me. We highlight the
fact that the schools we go into throughout
York Region don’t have access to this kind
of programming. We are specifically offer-
ing them to schools that are either unable
to afford it [due to] socio-economic issues,
don’t have access to the programming just
because it’s not available to them — a lot of
French schools don’t have French program-
ming in live performance, and Georgina
Island has such limited programming; they
don’t have anything like this coming to them
just because of logistical challenges and
how they operate a small school. The pro-
gramming elements just really fit into this
place of need around creativity and offering
a professional performing arts experience
for these youngsters in Junior Kindergarten
all the way through to Grade 4.”

From Haines’ perspective, it’s all about

fostering a “creative, innovative learning
environment” within their school commu-
nity and allowing students to share in a very
powerful collective experience.

“We have stories for every single school.
For some schools, it’s about their students
who have exceptionalities that make it
impossible or difficult for them to attend an
event outside of the school — they’re all wel-
come into the same room with their peers
to watch something like this in their school
community,” says Haines, noting that the
program incorporates many cultural ele-
ments, such as Indigenous programs, Chi-
nese dance, programs in both of Canada’s
official languages, and more.

“Often it leads to other leadership within
the school where students want to use what
they’ve learned as a launching pad for their
own kinds of projects,” says Haines. “When
I think about a corporate environment or a
funder who wants to influence long-term
growth of children and having a very strong,
innovative creative workforce, this is how
we do it. This is how you make it possible
because all of those experiences create bet-
ter communities. They [foster] creative out-
comes and innovation within the school and
within students, and offer them an opportu-
nity to see things a little bit differently.

“Creating that community, even just
within the school, is really powerful. Peo-
ple can see that those outcomes are real.
They understand the joy and pleasure and

the cross-pollination of just age groups and
cultures, regardless of where you come
from and your lived experience — you’re all
watching the same thing and can reflect on
that.

“We know the power of that live perfor-
mance piece, what it can do for adults, and
what it does for kids at that age is phenom-
enal because they have very few barriers
to communicate what their next move is.
They’re not limited by their peers at that
age; they’re really open to hearing, learn-
ing, and being a part of this kind of envi-
ronment that just helps them be present and
feel like they belong in their school. People
can really feel that when they support some-
thing like this, it has a direct impact on their
community, on their schools, and on their
potential for the future.”

Haines estimates that since KITS was first
launched in 2019, they have reached more
than 30,000 students and they want to keep
that momentum going.

For more on the upcoming Sip, Savour
and Support event, including how to secure
your ticket, visit auroraculturalcentre.
myshopify.com/products/individual-june-
12-sip-savour-support-ticket.

If you are interested in supporting the
KITS program outside of Sip, Savour and
Support, contact the Aurora Cultural Centre
at 905- 713-1818, or visit auroracultural-
centre.ca and select “DONATE” in the top
right corner of the page.

unforgettable setting.
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Discover the rare new home opportunity of Muskoka Forest in Huntsville.
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forests. This popular town offers world-renowned amenities all set in an
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Southlake raises more than
$460,000in record-breaking run

BY BROCK WEIR

It was arecord-breaking year for the Nature’s
Emporium Run for Southlake.

Held on Newmarket’s Davis Drive on April
27, participants in the Run helped the local
hospital raise a best-ever $460,000, which goes
directly to ensuring the future of local health-
care.

Participation itself was another record-
buster, bringing more than 1,660 people
together for a common cause.

“We are so thrilled to see another year of
incredible results,” said Joe D’Addario, co-
founder and CEO of Nature’s Emporium,
which has been title sponsor of the Run for
the last 13 years, in a statement. “Our more
than decade-long partnership is a key way that
Nature’s Emporium gives back to the commu-
nities that support us and every year our team
is inspired by the positive impact we all make
together.”

Jennifer Ritter, CEO of the Southlake Health
Foundation, noted this is the second-consecu-
tive year the Run has broken previous records.

“To be able to say for two consecutive years
that we’ve had the most successful Nature’s
Emporium Run for Southlake is incredible,”
she said. “I am so proud of our communities
for uniting to show their support and commit-
ment to Southlake Health and all the clinicians,
staff, and volunteers who work tirelessly to
provide leading edge care to our loved ones,
friends, and families.

“From our dedicated group of volunteers,
to our participants who fundraised so passion-
ately, to our community leaders who provided

support and insight, and sponsors whose gen-
erosity helped to deliver the best experience for
our participants, we couldn’t be more grate-
ful for everyone coming together to achieve
another best year in support of Southlake.”

More than 123 teams participated in the
2025 Run, and, with final numbers now being
in at Southlake, there are some awards to go
around.

The Town of East Gwillimbury secured the
Mayor’s Challenge Winner from long-time
defending champs at the Town of Aurora,
being the top-fundraising municipally-spon-
sored team. Aurora Montessori School brought
glory back to Aurora, the Town in which the
Run has its roots, by securing the School Chal-
lenge. Additional winners were Compass Food
Sales (Corporate & Business Team Challenge),
Fun-Raisers (Community Friends & Fam-
ily Challenge), and Baby, We Were Born To
Run!!! (Hospital Family Challenge Winners).
The Town of Newmarket was bestowed the
Community Spirit Award, which recognizes
“the municipality that has over 60 per cent of
Council members participate and largest pe
capita citizen registration.”

“Funds raised from this year’s event will sup-
port critical needs across Southlake, including
the purchase of things like day-to-day equip-
ment essential for patient comfort and care and
advanced technology for clinicians across the
hospital as they provide leading edge care to
patients and families,” says the Foundation.

To learn more about the Foundation’s work,
upcoming events, and how you can support the
community hospital, visit southlakefounda-
tion.ca.

\ Gracie is approximately 7 years old and

The TIMES - June 5, 2025 — Page 11

HearinglLife
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Based on 45,600+ reviews in Canada.'

Keep laughing,
keep connecting
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Your hearing needs are unique.
Find the right fit for you.

‘Get started with a

30-Day FREE Trial

Experience the benefits of state-of-the-art solutions
tailored to fit your needs, preferences, and lifestyle.

We accept Green Shield Canada and a variety of private
insurances, to make it easy for you to get the latest and
customizable hearing solutions.

£ ODSP

Ontario Disabllty Support Program
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VAC Health
Identification
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Ontario @
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Studies show: Hearing aid wearers are 3x more
likely to be happier than those without.!"
Features of the Latest Hearing Aids:

» Long lasting rechargeable battery.
- Improved sound clarity.

has all the volunteers wrapped around her
| paw. Not only does she have the best facial
\ expressions, but she loves to dance circles

« Seamlessly connect to

phone, TV & other devices.
and get pets. Gracie was timid for a long
time but has really flourished!

| She is spayed, microchipped, vaccinated,
‘ flea treated and dewormed.

Adoption fee is $275.

« Discreet and comfortable wear.

Learn more from a hearing professional near you.

Get started with a FREE hearing test.’

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to
volunteer as well we are always appreciative.

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.

519-278-0707

Proudly providing hearing healthcare services to the
community for over 10 years!

Gracie

Alliston
180 Parsons Road, Unit 24

1-888-479-7081

Be an extra set of eyes
for the police

WE NEED
YOUR HELP.

If you suspect a driver has consumed drugs or alcohol,

Mention code:! NSP-TBYB-TCH

Book online HearingLife.ca/Try

*A comprehensive hearing assessment is provided to adults ages 19 and older at no cost. The results of this assessment will
be communicated verbally to you. Depending on the province you're located in, an administrative fee may apply if a copy of an
Audiological Report is requested. Some conditions apply, see clinic for details. Offer not valid in Quebec. Conditions Apply. Ask our
hearing care professionals for more details. [1]Source: World report on hearing. Geneva: World Health Organization; 2021. License: CC

PLEASE CALL 911 IMMEDIATELY!

Keep being you Love your ears
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as an Orangeville Bengals player waits for the throw during a game at the Caledon Fairgrounds diamond on Friday,
BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

T OV P S e

£ , y
YOU’RE OUT! — The St. Thomas Aquinas Stingers take on the team from St. Joan of Arc on the diamond at Coventry Park in Tottenham on Tuesday, May 27. The Stingers had a double-
header for the day. In their first game, they left the diamond with an 8-6 win over Patrick Fogerty Catholic Secondary School from Oirillia. In the second game, the Stingers won 11-9 over St.
Joan to improve their record to 4-2. Second base, Emily Menchenton, makes the catch for the out, then throws to first during the second inning of the game. BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO
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Break and enter reported at
downtown Alliston business

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Officers from the Nottawasaga Detach-
ment of the Ontario Provincial Police
(OPP) are investigating a break and enter
of a business in Alliston.

On May 30, shortly before 3 p.m.,
officers were dispatched to a report
of a break and enter at 33 Paris Street,
New Tecumseth. Upon arrival, officers
observed no signs of forced entry, and
the suspects fled the scene prior to police
arrival.

The preliminary investigation revealed
that between May 29 at 5 p.m. and May
30, at 2:15 p.m., the suspects made entry
through the rear, entered the store steal-
ing several items.

The stolen items include cases of steak,
cases of chicken, an Epson printer ET

> |

& Stewart: 's) \
Equlpment

Erm - \ = L'aahstawn
s 4321 Line13;,

NOBYITO,
519*833 9616}

Eellmgton Rd!

3830, one HP laptop, one Dell computer
monitor, one food seal vacuum, a meat
grinder, two food weight scales, a meat
slicer, and kitchen knives.

At this time the investigation is ongo-
ing, Police are encouraging residents to
review their camera footage or dash cam
for any suspicious activity that may be
helpful in this investigation between May
29 at 5 p.m., and May 30 at 2:15 p.m.

If you have any information in relation
to this incident, please contact the Not-
tawasaga OPP at 1-888-310-1122 Refer-
ence (E250688558).

You can also provide information
anonymously by contacting Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477) or online
at  www.crimestopperssdm.com. When
you contact Crime Stoppers you stay
anonymous, and you never have to tes-
tify.
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Southlake raises more than
$460,000 in record-breaking run

BY BROCK WEIR

It was a record-breaking year for the
Nature’s Emporium Run for Southlake.

Held on Newmarket’s Davis Drive on
April 27, participants in the Run helped the
local hospital raise a best-ever $460,000,
which goes directly to ensuring the future
of local healthcare.

Participation itself was another record-
buster, bringing more than 1,660 people
together for a common cause.

“We are so thrilled to see another year of
incredible results,” said Joe D’Addario, co-
founder and CEO of Nature’s Emporium,
which has been title sponsor of the Run for
the last 13 years, in a statement. “Our more
than decade-long partnership is a key way
that Nature’s Emporium gives back to the
communities that support us and every year
our team is inspired by the positive impact
we all make together.”

Jennifer Ritter, CEO of the Southlake
Health Foundation, noted this is the sec-
ond-consecutive year the Run has broken
previous records.

“To be able to say for two consecutive
years that we’ve had the most successful
Nature’s Emporium Run for Southlake is
incredible,” she said. “I am so proud of our
communities for uniting to show their sup-
port and commitment to Southlake Health
and all the clinicians, staff, and volunteers
who work tirelessly to provide leading edge
care to our loved ones, friends, and fami-
lies.

“From our dedicated group of volunteers,
to our participants who fundraised so pas-
sionately, to our community leaders who
provided support and insight, and sponsors

whose generosity helped to deliver the best
experience for our participants, we couldn’t
be more grateful for everyone coming
together to achieve another best year in
support of Southlake.”

More than 123 teams participated in
the 2025 Run, and, with final numbers
now being in at Southlake, there are some
awards to go around.

The Town of East Gwillimbury secured
the Mayor’s Challenge Winner from long-
time defending champs at the Town of
Aurora, being the top-fundraising munici-
pally-sponsored team. Aurora Montessori
School brought glory back to Aurora, the
Town in which the Run has its roots, by
securing the School Challenge.

Additional winners were Compass Food
Sales (Corporate & Business Team Chal-
lenge), Fun-Raisers (Community Friends
& Family Challenge), and Baby, We Were
Born To Run!!! (Hospital Family Chal-
lenge Winners). The Town of Newmar-
ket was bestowed the Community Spirit
Award, which recognizes “the municipality
that has over 60 per cent of Council mem-
bers participate and largest pe capita citizen
registration.”

“Funds raised from this year’s event will
support critical needs across Southlake,
including the purchase of things like day-
to-day equipment essential for patient com-
fort and care and advanced technology for
clinicians across the hospital as they pro-
vide leading edge care to patients and fami-
lies,” says the Foundation.

To learn more about the Foundation’s
work, upcoming events, and how you
can support the community hospital, visit
southlakefoundation.ca.
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follow the discussion?

radio such that it is too loud for others?

How did you do?

CHECK YOUR HEARING

Take this quick quiz and check your ability to hear properly.
1. Do people seem to mumble or talk softer than they used to?
2. When in a crowd or in a busy restaurant, is it hard for you to

3. Do you feel tired or irritable after a long conversation?
4. Do you feel the need to turn up the volume on your TV or

5. Do you often need to ask others to repeat themselves?

6. Has someone close to you pointed out you may have a hearing problem?
7. Do you find it difficult to pinpoint where a noise comes from?

If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, you may be experiencing some hearing loss.

_.||| hear right canada

Quality Hearing Care for Less

Your free hearing checkup will include:
-FREE Hearing Screening
«FREE Hearing Consultation

0 Yes
0 Yes

0 No
0 No

0 Yes
0 Yes

0 No
0 No

0 Yes
0 Yes
0 Yes

0 No
0 No
0 No

LIFE IS WONDERFUL! Don’t miss a word of it.

128 Main Street East

(within Caravaggio IDA store)

Shelburne ¢ 519-925-1215
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FIREPLACE

HoME COMFORT CENTRES

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
ESTABLISHED IN 1987

6048 Highway 9,
Schomberg

800-843-1732

SALES ° SERVICE ¢ INSTALLATION

Fireplacestop.com
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WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS... THANK-YOU!

HUNDREDS OF WOOD AND GAS STOVES AND FIREPLACES

BBQS, A/C UNITS, FURNACES, HEAT PUMPS, ELECTRIC FIREPLACES AND MORE!

Cookstown resident charged with impaired operation in New Tecumseth

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Members of the Nottawasaga Detachment
of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) have
charged one individual with impaired driv-
ing following a motor vehicle collision in
New Tecumseth.

On June 3, shortly after 1 a.m., Notta-
wasaga OPP responded to a vehicle in the
ditch on Highway 89 and County Road 56,
New Tecumseth.

Officers located the vehicle and met with
the driver.

During the interaction, grounds were
formed that the driver’s ability to operate
a motor vehicle was impaired by alcohol,
leading to the driver’s arrest.

As a result of the investigation, Rudra
Patel 27, of Cookstown, was charged with:

* Operation while impaired - alcohol

e Operation while impaired - blood alco-
hol concentration (80 plus)

¢ Driving motor vehicle with liquor read-
ily available

The accused is scheduled to attend the
Ontario Court of Justice in Bradford on July
3, 2025, to answer to the charge.

None of the listed charges have been
proven in court.

If you suspect that someone is driving
while impaired by alcohol or drugs, it is

important

to call 9-1-1 to report it. You

can also provide information anonymously
by contacting Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-TIPS (8477). When you contact Crime
Stoppers, you stay anonymous, and you
never have to testify.

South Simcoe Police partner with not-for-profit to reduce auto theft in the community

The South Simcoe Police Service is joining
forces with the Equité Association to combat
and prevent auto thefts.

Equité Association is a not-for-profit organi-
zation working to eliminate insurance crime on
behalf of the Canadian property and casualty
insurance industry,

This partnership follows the Government
of Ontario, Ministry of the Solicitor General’s
announcement of the Preventing Auto Thefts
(PAT) grant investment that will fund 21 proj-
ects across the province to support new and
enhanced crime-fighting measures that focus
on prevention, detection, analysis and enforce-
ment.

“This collaborative effort is just one of the
ways our service is working to prevent auto
theft and ensure our communities know that
we are actively working to secure their vehicles
and enhance community safety,” said John Van
Dyke, Chief of the South Simcoe Police Ser-
vice.

The South Simcoe Police Service and Bar-
rie Police Service will receive $1,800,000 from
2023 to 2026 to help combat and prevent auto
thefts in the region. The PAT grant is one of sev-
eral measures underway to fight auto theft, and

Equité will play a crucial role in supporting this
partnership. Through data and analytics, vehicle
identification, officer training and coordinated
investigations, the collaboration aims to eradi-
cate insurance fraud and auto theft.

“Auto theft has reached crisis levels in this
country. Organized crime networks continue
to look at stolen vehicles in Canada as a low-
risk/high-reward opportunity, regardless if the
vehicles are for export or domestic sale. These
crimes hurt our communities and put Canadians
at risk,” said Betty Ng, director of Investiga-
tions at Ontario & ICSS, Equité Association.

“While recent auto theft declines are encour-
aging, we recognize that this remains a com-
plex issue requiring ongoing collaboration.
Equité Association commends the efforts of
law enforcement agencies, including the South
Simcoe Police Service, in addressing this prob-
lem. By working together, we can create safer
communities for everyone.”

To mitigate the risk of becoming a victim
of auto theft, Equité recommends using a lay-
ered approach, including keeping doors locked,
installing visible or audible anti-theft devices,
using vehicle immobilizers, and investing in
tracking systems.
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JOINING FORCES - Director of Equité Association Betty Ng shakes hands with South Simcoe Po-
lice Chief John Van Dyke, mark the new partnership aimed at preventing auto theft in the region
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event you’d like to share with us, email
newtectimeseditorial @gmail.com

Don’t go fishing for your news, community highlights, current events and more!

THE NEW TECUMSETH TIMES HAS YOU COVERED
ONLINE AT NEWTECTIMES.COM AND IN PRINT EVERY THURSDAY.,
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Phone 905-857-6626 or 1-888-557-6626
or email admin@caledoncitizen.com

ADVERTISING RULES OF THIS NEWSPAPER

The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be liable for damages arising
out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space actu-
ally occupied by the portion of the advertisement in which the error occurred,
whether such error is due to the negligence of its servants or otherwise, and
there shall be no liability for non-insertions of any advertisement beyond the
amount paid for such advertisement. All advertisers are asked to check their
advertisements after first insertion. We accept responsibility for only one in-
correct insertion unless notified immediately after publication. Errors which do
not lessen the value of the advertisement are not eligible for corrections by a
make-good advertisement. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of any
advertisement beyond the amount paid for such advertisement. We reserve the
right to edit, revise, classify or reject any advertisement.

DEADLINES
Unfortunately deadlines do not allow us to take ads after 5:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. When there is a holiday Monday, the deadlines will be Friday at 5:00
p.m. All ads must be paid in advance by deadline or the ad will not run. WE
ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD, AND AMERICAN EXPRESS PAY-
MENTS OVER THE PHONE

406 VEHICLES WANTED 505 GENERAL HELP WANTED 505 GENERAL HELP WANTED

TOP DOLLAR

We pay from

V| V7))
$300-$20,000 %=wy.

CASH ON THE SPOT

Open 7 days a week
Call Albert: 647-501-5932

406 VEHICLES
WANTED

WE PAY CASH for
scrap vehicles - any
size. We also buy
construction and farm
equipment. Open 7
days a week. Call
905-859-0817 (Peter)

201 APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

2 BEDROOM APT
available August 1st.
All inclusive. No Pets,
No smoking — Hock-
ley Village. For more
information,  please
call: 416-407-4352

214 OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT

Unique opportunity -
*Work & Live* setup
in commercial zoned
bungaloft (Oak Ridg-
es) - Office/Retail/
Medical. Large lot w/
parking.
foreveryoung235@
hotmail.com

505 GENERAL
HELP WANTED

Help wanted - Handy-
man/Carpenter for
my small RV business
in Bolton. Must have
experience and must
have your own tools.
Can pay by the day.
Hourly wages. Call
Steve for more informa-
tion @ 416-939-5979

610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

SEASONED
FIREWOOD
647-237-5537
Face Cord $170
Bush Cord $500

Smaller amounts also available.
We deliver.
1153 Canal Rd,
Bradford, ON L3Z 4E2

505 GENERAL
HELP WANTED

ABATE RABBIT PACK-
ERS meat processing
facility from Arthur im-
mediately requires 16
Wholesale and Retail
Butchers with a mini-
mum of 2 to 3 years
of direct hands on ex-
perience in meat cut-
ting and processing.
Duties include cutting
and sectioning of meat,
skinning and removing
blemishes,  deboning
rabbits and chickens,
cutting meat into spe-
cialized cuts and pre-
paring for wholesale
and retail sales. HS di-
ploma or equivalent re-
quired. Positions offered
are permanent full time
and salary is $16.00/
hr for 42.5 hrs a week,
OT after 44 hrs a week.
Please apply in person
at 7597 Jones Base-
line in Arthur, via email
at joea@abatepackers.
com, via fax at 1-519-
848-2793 or via phone
at 1-519-848-2107.

HOUSEKEEPER,
HOMEMAKER & Per-
sonal Assistant wanted.
Live in or live out. Am-
bitious, energetic and
fit for youthful senior
business man. Finan-
cial arrangements to
be discussed. Call 249-
594-8925

610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

QUALITY FIREWOOD
Seasoned Firewood
$425/Bush Cord.
Fresh cut
$350/Bush Cord.
Call 905-729-2303 or
705-440-6450
Truckloads of firewood
logs now available

NOW
HIRING

Cold Web Offset Printing

Positions available at MASTER WEB located
in Mississauga Ontario.

EXPERIENCED
Pressman/Presswoman
Wages starting at $26 - $35 per hour, Full Time
Permanent, Night shift, Benefits after 3 months

EXPERIENCED
Bindery Stitcher Operator
Wages starting at $24-$28 per hour,
Night shift, Part time, Benefit after 3 months

Please email resumes to:
antonina@masterwebinc.ca

601 ARTICLES WANTED

111 WANTED !!!

WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS
Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
Year Round! Pick-up available!
416-889-9365. Peter
NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!

602 ARTICLES FOR SALE

Grass fed/finished Angus
freezer beef for sale. Sides,
quarters and bundles.

Valleybrook Farm
905-460-4662,
blackcow@sympatico.ca

For sale is a Cimmerian battle sword from the
7th century BC. Restoration by carbon high-tem-
perature method of metal reduction in vacuum.
Made of iron. Coated in an oil/wax preservative.
It’s extremely rare. It weighs 470 grams and is
47.5 cm. long.
The Cimmerians lived during the transition
period from the Bronze to the Iron Ages — this
period corresponds to the 9th to the early 7th
centuries BCe. Sometimes researchers call it “C
period/era”
This is the real authentic item. Discovered in the
Ukraine. One of a kind. Purchased from a repu-
table dealer in Ukraine, who’s a local historian.
Authentication is through x-ray or laser tests,
both of which are quite expensive. I trust the
source I bought it from.
Asking $600.

For more, email mpavilons@rogers.com

Think you can sell?

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

e Sell advertising in our local community newspapers across
numerous regions for maximum growth

e Be part of an ever growing team, developing new verticals and
supplements for new revenue and income opportunities

EXPECTATIONS:

¢ Have a positive attitude
e Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
e Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:

e Sales Driven

e Great Personal Skills

e Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be
willing to train the right candidate

© Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets

e Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.

EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION:

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@Ipcmedia.ca

LP

| PUBLISHING core.

LL.

gfmm@éwfymm loved
ones (n a gém/ way. ..

IN MEMORIAMS

$40 + HST
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612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS 708 OBITUARIES 804 SERVICES

HOME OF THE 5% BUYERS PREMIUM

K:dd Family Auctions is calling all buyers and sellers!

Around here at Kidd Family Auctions, we treat every bidder like kin.
And Dennis? He takes that pretty seriously...

Dennis takes tiny naps between his naps and he calls them “nap-kins.”
Now that he’s recharged, take a peek at what’s on the auction calendar:

CONSIGN NOW. SPOTS FILL UP QUICKLY!

JUN 20TH..........c0uees CURRENCY COLLECTOR AUCTION

JUN 26 & 27TH......... GAS & OIL / TOY MEMORABILIA SALE

JULA4TH........cceeee ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES & QUALITY HOUSEHOLD ITEMS
JUL1TH......ccoinieeee TOOLS & EQUIPMENT AUCTION

JUL19TH..........ceeee LOCKED & LOADED AUCTION

JUL 25TH.........cceee INUIT / ART / JEWELRY AUCTION

AUG 20-23RD........... STRAIGHT SHOOTER SALE

NOTE: DATES COMING FOR CURRENCY SALE. AUGUST PETROLIANA / GENERAL STORE AUCTION.
AND OF COURSE, MORE ANTIQUES AND COLLECTIBLES WILL BE UP FOR GRABS SOON.

SIIni te‘JIy 1 U|ond
Call, text or email anytime. | 519-288-2228
Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com | www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com

Maclntosh: lan Robert
(1946-2025)

Passed away from cancer at
home surrounded by his family
on May 22, 2025. lan will be B
greatly missed by his wife
Barbara (MacKay) of 56 years, his daughters
Jennifer (Jason), Beth (Christian), and Emily
(Shane), his grandchildren Madelyn, Gabrielle,
Charlotte, Gavin, and Sam, his brother Keith,
and sister Erica, as well as his extended family
and friends. He is predeceased by his parents
Eric and Marjorie.

lan was educated in business at Mount
Allison University and earned an MBA at the
University of Toronto. He enjoyed a successful
career as an entrepreneur. His true passion
was racing and training Standardbred horses
and later show jumping with his children and
grandchildren. lan and Barb enjoyed many
winters in Florida golfing and boating.

Our sincere thanks go to our Palliative Care
Nurse, Rupal Raj, our Nurse Practitioner, Dr.
Karen McMahon, and to our Palliative Doctor,
Dr. Richard Nishikawa. They all supported his
family and provided lan with wonderful care in
his final days.

The family will receive friends at Rod Abrams
Funeral Home, 1666 Tottenham Rd., Tottenham
(905-936-3477), on Saturday, June 7, 2025,
from 1:.00 p.m. — 2:00 p.m., immediately
followed by a service in the chapel at 2:00 pm.
A reception will follow in the funeral home’s
Cliffside Hall. For those who wish, donations
may be made in lan’s Memory to Matthews
House Hospice. Online condolences and
memories may be shared with the family at
www.RodAbramsFuneralHome.com.

Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey

804 SERVICES 808 STORAGE

STORAGE
AVAILABLE:
20 yard sea can con-

ALL JUNK
REMOVAL

DECKS

Transform your backyard space
into an outdoor oasis.
Whether starting from scratch or
replacing your old deck, we can
design the perfect space for you,
including custom drawings that
bring your vision to life.

Get a free consultation today so
you're ready to enjoy your
outdoor space this spring.

Phone: 437-898-3875
Email: vcexecute@gmail.com

Trusted Tree Maintenance & Removal

SHERWOOD

— MAINTENANCE GROUP —

* Aerial Pruning + Arborist Reports & Plans
+ Canopy Maintenance  * Tree & Shrub Appraisal
* Planting & Fertilizing + Urban Tree Removal

+ Storm Risk Prevention  + Storm Debris Clean-Up

Fully trained & insured with leading

- k techniques & equipment A
647-400-6998 | 647-338-8733

smgtrees@gmail.com www.smgtrees.com

PRIVATE MORTGAGES

BASEMENTS e YARDS
GARAGES * GENERAL CLEAN-UPS

Auctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration
Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 - Scott 519-843-5083
mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur
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SMALL MOVES * 0DD JOBS

Very Reasonable Rates
Call to enquire:
905-832-9655
or, text pictures to:

416-876-2219
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IN MEMORIAMS
$40 + HST

tainer for storage lo-
cated in Nobleton.
Safe location. For more
information, please call
905-859-0817

909 PERSONALS

If Drinking Has Become
a Problem We Can Help

416-487-5591
Or Call Toll Free in Ontario
1-877-404-5591

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
www.aatoronto.org

1ST AND 2ND
RESIDENTIAL ONLY

CONTACT FRANK

647620 1343

ADVERTISING LOCALLY

WORKS!

Check Out the

shopping « dining * drinking * events « entertainment
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SUPPORT
LOCAL

SMALL
BUSINESS

CARPET CLEANING HOME IMPROVEMENT MORTGAGE

ICARPET CLEANING SPECIAL gy
U
B

* Pre-Spotting
+ Furniture Moving
Deodonzmg

i> THREE ROOMS $1 29

(Max. 150 sq ft.
+HST WITH COUPON

per room)
SFULL'STEAM
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

I.OCAI.I.Y OWNED & OPERATED - 20+ YEARS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS

, TF 1-844-755-30470R416-709-3129 |

fullsteamcarpetcare.com e fullsteamcarpet@gmail.com

CONCRETE

DO YOU HAVE
SUNKEN CONCRETE?

Liftec Slabjacking Inc.

“We raise sunken concrete”

WE RAISE SUNKEN CONCRETE
At A Fraction Of The Cost
Of Replacement

Call Today For A
Free Estimate!

WWW. Iiﬂec.ca 1-866-280-7770

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

IP SOLUTIONS LTD.

LENNCX )
©2025 Lennox Industries, Inc. N

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES
* RESIDENTIAL

Carlmg Propane Inc

« COMMERCIAL ATt )

e INDUSTRIAL o —H\_ 866-952-0146 .-f:‘-, '

INSTALLATIONS o {—{v
SERVICE e DELIVERY H

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146 www.carlingpropane.ca

GR

NEW TECUMSETH

e RECYCLES!

TEMPO ALUMINUM COMPANY LID.
%ﬂaﬂ- Qﬂ@n&{ﬂ@ & gearn @WL
SIDING | SOFFIT | FASCIA
EAVESTROUGH

705-770-2290 - 416-889-0807

TN

< If you are reading

( AD this ad, our

\ ~»  advertising works!

TO ADVERTISE CALL 1-519-278-1700
BL7=L99D0HO8

. DOURDISPOSALGA

LANDSCAPING/GARDENING

“"LeQuelenec 7

/}i Q ‘;{% O
Landscaping Services >

~ EST. 1991 ~
e Landscaping Design e Gravel Driveways
* Grass Cutting & Repairs
e Spring & Fall Cleanup ® Lawn Aerating
e Lawn Fertilizing & Rolling
e Interlocking Stone * Sodding & Seeding
® Tree & Shrub Planting e Skid Steer Loader

& Pruning Service

Steve 647-393-7557

MASONRY

Seml'&etlredn > 50’ \YeansiExgenence
Specializ ng in Chimney Repairs &
Window Sills, Porches, Stairs,
Walkways, Natural & Cultured Stone,
el Tuckpointing-Parging

o

..L!

'/ We also do New Home Masonry, Brick & Stone

/ Call or Text Henry - 705- 331-4641 ﬁ

_—
BROKERS < N
/ \
DLC AIMI Collective Mortgage Group A D
FSRA #13717 Independently Owned and Operated
CAROL FREEMAN S
MORTGAGE BROKER
CELL: 519-938-6518 If you are
FAX: 519-925-6800 H H
cfreeman@dominionlending.ca readlng thI.S _ad’
211 Main St. E. Shelburne, ON our advertising
|
www.carolfreeman.ca works!

PAVING

 SPRING @@@@D&&.
'SaVC $200 .‘ : Valid on Jobs over$2500

¥ sPANO PAVING

Specialize in Asphalt Driveways,

spanopavingltd.com Parking Lots & Repairs

COMMERCIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL * RESIDENTIAL

905=-308-86808 © 1-87=-303-86803

QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
AT AN
HONEST
PRICE

CAPSTONE
RENOVATIONS

www.capstonereno.com
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Fashion Through the Ages raises tens of thousands for men’s health

BY BROCK WEIR

The global pandemic might have prevented
Omars Shoes from celebrating its first half-cen-
tury in Aurora back in 2020, but they more than
made up for it on May 20 when they celebrated
their 55th anniversary with Fashion Through the
Ages.

The fashion show, which featured several
community leaders — including Aurora Mayor
Tom Mrakas and King Mayor Steve Pellegrini
— as models was intended not only to celebrate
the store’s milestone, but to also raise money for
men’s health programs at Southlake Health.

The fashion show concept was first conceived
by the Khamissa family, which has owned and
operated Omar’s over three generations, as a
way to benefit the local hospital, but co-owner
Raz’s ongoing battle with prostate cancer made
the event have an even more personal resonance.

Recovering from surgery earlier this month,

SUPPORT
LOCAL
SMALL

BUSINESS

RENOVATIONS
CARBONE

and a minor “hiccup” that briefly sent him back
to the hospital just a few days before the event, it
was unclear until the eleventh hour whether Raz
would be able to attend, but when he walked
through the door just before models took to the
catwalk, he was greeted with a loud and enthu-
siastic ovation.

“It was very overwhelming,” he told The
Auroran following the event. “My original plan,
I was hoping I’d be able to make it for part of
the night, come in for the fashion show, and then
disappear after, but there was no chance of my
leaving after I got there. A lot of well-wishers
were coming up, and it was just a very heart-
warming and emotional night.

“The love in that room just felt incredible.”

Raz’s wife, store co-owner Mae Khamissa,
said her husband’s appearance at The Royal
Venetian Mansion that evening took her some-
what by surprise as things were still uncertain
when she set out for the venue earlier in the day.

HOME RENOVATIONS

Windows & Doors - Drywall / Drywall Repair
Tile, Vinyl & Laminate Flooring - Basements
Full Bathroom Renovations « Fences & Decks

647-290-1779

647-281-9992

Eavestrough
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116-522-1486 &

info@trevorsroofrepairs.com
www.trevorsroofrepairs.com

Full Roof Replacement + Repairs
- Soffit/Fascia
Insulation & More!

TREE SERVICES

“I was going around from table to table and it
just so happened I was walking past when I saw
Raz in his blazer, and that just blew me away,”
she shared.

Looking back on the success of the evening,
which included a live auction on the floor that
raised an additional $20,000 for the cause, Mae
says they were left “totally blown away” by how
it all came together.

“Southlake is our hospital, meaning every-
one’s hospital,” she says. “I had my three kids
there, (father-in-law and store founder) Omar
was diagnosed there and spent a lot of time there
on the cancer floor as a patient, and now with
Raz, it really meant a lot — and I think it was key
that everybody got a chance to be part of it.

“We picked a perfect bunch (of models)
because we had different age groups that eve-
ning, including a couple of tables of young’uns
in their 30s — all the kids and kids’ friends that
just grew up in our home, so it was nice. We're
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705- 279 6115

Serving New Tecumseth & Surrounding Area
Shingles, Steel, Synthetic, Flats, Repairs
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Contact for a free quote
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Free Estimates,
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Serving Simcoe County
since 2007
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a family store and we wanted to show that part.”
At the end of the day, however, despite their
own personal journey, it was Southlake they
really wanted to be the focus of the evening — a
mission that was certainly accomplished.

“We generally just assume that hospitals get
funding totally from the government and what
we don’t realize is each department is basically
fighting to get funding for new machines and
new equipment,” says Mae. “We know various
friends who are actually being diagnosed right
now that have to go to Toronto to get tested on
these machines, so it is key that whatever role
we play that we look to support events like these.

“We just want to thank everybody [who
participated]. We are so grateful and we thank
them for coming to celebrate Omar’s 55 years
with us, but we’re just grateful that they were
there at the same time to support an incredible
and meaningful cause to us, especially with
what Raz is going through.”
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37 Young Street, Alliston 709-439-1409
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ALL PRICES IN EFFECT THURSDAY, JUNE 5 TO WEDNESDAY, JUNE 11, 2025 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

All discounted prices of products are exclusive to members of the M&M Food Market Rewards program. Simply present your membership card, or sign up for a free membership in store or online, to take advantage of these exclusive offers. M&M Food Market Express and
other non-traditional stores offer a limited range of products; therefore special pricing and promotions are not valid there. We reserve the right to correct any errors. 82025 M&M Meat Shops Ltd. *Trademark of Celiac Canada. Used under license.






